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IT required only the time necessary t.<

do the writing for the Coroner's juryswornto investigate the terrible tally
ho disaster at the Merrick road cross

lng on Decoration Day, to return this verdict,which completely bears out the posi
tion taken by the Journal since the day th<

accident occurred.
On the day following the accident, it wil

be remembered, the Journal made an ex

haustlve investigation into the case for th(

purpose of fixing the blame. It took us

carefully as has the Coroner's jury sine*
then the deposition of every witness t<
the accident who could be found, including
nearly every one of those who had been in
jured In the accident. Even the driver
Henry McCormack, was seen upon his
couch of suffering in St. John's Hosplta
and his story of how the collision oc

curred reported verbatim.
Not only were the witnesses, whose testi

mony tended so plainly to show that th<
railroad company was at fault, interviewed
but the officials of the railroad, from Pres
ident Baldwin ta the station agent at Val
ley Stream, were quoted' as carefully as il
they were being examined upon the wit
ness stand.
What the Electrician Found.

An expert electrician was employed tc
examine and report upon the condition ir
which he found the gong at the Merrick
road crossing. This expert told how h(
had found the batteries newly supplied and
every sign that the gong had been but recentlyrepaired.
Later on the State Railroad Commisslor

had sent Inspector Gatcholl to the scene ol
the disaster and he made a report In which
the railroad was exonerated, because, ac

cording to his statement, the driver must
have been able to see the approach of the
train 1,200 to 1,500 feet before it reached
the crossing.
When this report was given out by PresidentAshley W. Cole the Journal, In ordei

to prove its assertions that the approaches
to the crossing were obscured by thick foil
age of trees, engaged a six-horse tally-ho,
exactly like that on which the party oi
merrymakers met death on Decoration Day,
and had it driven to the scene of the accident.,

Wlien tills tally-ho ha<l been
put in place so that It occupied
the same position as did the
coach upon which the victims
of the accident were seated,
exact measurements were talcen,
which showed tha^ the driver of
the coach could not possibly
have seen the approaching;
train until it was within eightyfourfeet of the crossng.
Members of the Coroner's jury were

called upon to assist in making these
measurements and did so cheerfully.. They
were glad of an opportunity to inform
themselves upon the subject by so practical
a demonstration, and this accurate method
of arriving at the exact situation on the
day of the accident no donbt had much
f/-\ /1/v TXTIfl-i fhn xvoivlir»f whiph tens

yesterday.
The last session of the Coroner's jury

was held at Inwood yesterday. A separate
verdict was returned in each of the five
deaths. The verdicts differed only in the
uames and the cause of the death assigned.

To tl»e Grand Jury To-day.
To-day the whole case will be reviewed

by the Grand Jury of Queens County which
will convene in Long Island City. All of
the witnesses who testified before the Coroner'sjury have already been subpoenaed,
and District-Attorney William J. Youngs
promises that the case will be presented in
such a man,ner as to secure the indictment
of those whoso negligence was responsible
for the disaster.
When the inquest was resumed yesterday

morning Coroner Combs called Miss FlorenceAdelaide Small, of Inwood. The substanceof her testimony was that she was
at the home of Jacob Golder, which is
near the whistling post, on the afternoon of
the accident and that she heard the engineerblow his whistle as the engine passed
The Rev. William M. Carr, of the St.

James Methodist Church, at Rockville Centre,testified that he reached the scene of
the disaster about fifteen minutes after it
had occurred. Upon being cross-questioned
he said that he had heard the gong ring for
a gravel train chat came by that afternoon
after the accident had occurred.
After stating that he had made an effort

to secure a witness named Andrew Linbeck,
who was said to know a great deal about
the accident, but had failed to find him,
Coroner Combs delivered his charge to the
jury, which was as follows:

Having heard the testimony in this case
and inspected the bodies of the deceased, it
now becomes your duty to render your
verdict in writing, and which must be signed
by you, setting forth who these persons
killed are and by what means they came to
their death. And in addition, if the death
was occasioned by the act of another, by
criminal means, who the persons are who
would say that culpable negligence, or the
may be able.

A<a tliA fiinsfi r>f thorn
can be no question, but a more serious questionis presented as to whether they came to
their deaths by the act of another, by
criminal means. And, in this connection, I
Would say that culpable negligence, on the
omission to do an act, comes within the
meaning of the wore} "act" as used in the
itatute.
Section 193 of the Penal Code of the State

of New York provides: "Homicide is manslaughterin the second degree when committedwithout a design to effect death * * *

by any act or procurement or culpable
negligence of any person, which according to
the provisions of this chapter does not
constitute the crime of murder in the second
degree, nor manslaughter in the iirst degree."
Culpable negligence is not capable of any

concise definition. The general rule has been
stated as follows:

r.very one upon wnom xne jaw imposes any
duty, or who has by contract or by any
wrongful act, taken upon himself any duty
tending to the preservation of life, and who
neglects to perform that duty, and thereby
causes the death of any person, commits the
same offence us If he had caused the same
effect as an act done In the state of mind
as to Intent or otherwise which accompanied
the neglect of duty. Provided, however, that
no one is deemed to hnve committed a crimeA only because he has caused the death of or
bodily Injury to another by negligence which
is not culpable."

For tlie Jnry to Decide.
What amount of negligence can be called
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0 culpable Is a question of degree for the jury,

depending on the circumstances in each particularcase. Provided, also, that no one is
deemed to have committed a crime by reason
of the negligence of any servant or agent
employed by him. Provided, also, that It
must be shown that death not only follows,
but is also caused by the neglect of duty.

1 That there was negligence here there can
be little doubt, but you are to determine
from all the circumstances of the case1 whether there has been criminal negligence,
and if so to place that upon some person or
corporation so far as you are aide to ascer»tain. It will be seen that there must be an
omission of a plain duty to constitute culpa3hie negligence. It is not negligence for a

., railroad company not to maintain gates or
provide flagmen in the absence of leading

) obligations to provide them. There is a
r method provided in the statute by which
' they can be compelled to maintain gates or

flagmen, but no such proceeding seems to
have been taken in this matter by the proper| authorities. It Is, however, the duty of one5 about to cross a steam railway to look and

1 listen for the approach of trains, bnt when
danger is Imminent the law does not demandthat accuracy of Judgment required
under other circumstances. So that If the
coach was In a dangerous position before the
approach of the train a mistake of judgment! as to the best way out of the difficulty is
not negligence.

Secretary De Freest There
The jury listened to the charge lntentl;

C and then retired to make up its verdict
. AVhile the jury was out Secretary Cliarle

R. De Freest, of the State Railroad Com
mission, reached Inwood and was on hii

> way to the Odd Fellows' Hall when hi
t learned that a verdict was about to bi

reached. He had come merely to hear tin
remainder of the evidence in the case, and

i without any apparent desire to hear wha
the verdict of the Coroner's jury was, re
turned to the station and took the flrs
train for New York. He declined to dlscusi
tho pfiso. blit rlpplni^s t lint tho Unilnhnr
Commission will act upon the matter ii
the near future.
The jury had already made up its verdic

t before it left the box. so overwhelming wai
the testimony going to show that the acci
dent was due to the fact that the crossing
at that point had been left wholly unprotected by the railroad company. Ther<
were five separate verdicts to be writtei
out, however, one in the case of each vietin
of the collision, and this work requiret
some little time.

Tlie "Verdict.
At 11:50 o'clock the jury came out am

tendered the verdict, which Coronei
Coombs read aloud, stating as he did s<
that the verdicts in the other four case)
were exactly the same, with the excentior
of the difference of the name of the vietinand the specific cause of death:

We, the jury sworn to inquire into the
cause of the death of George F. Pashley,Jr., .now lying dead in Greenwood, find thnthe came to his death by a fracture of the occipitalhone, caused by the collision of thecoach, In which the said Georee Pneblox-
.Tr.. was then and there riding along theMerrick road, at or near Valley Stream,In the town of Hempstead, County of Queens,with n train of cars on the Long IslandRailroad, at the pressing of said company,and we further say that the said Long IslandRailroad was criminally negligent in notkeeping in order the electric bell at said
crossing.
After the verdict had been read CoroncCombs thanked the jury, and stated tha

that ended his official connection with tin
matter. He said:
"The question of indicting the railroat

officials rests with the Grand Jury o:Queens County, which will be in sessioi
at Long Island City to-morrow. District
Attorney Youngs has made every preparatlon to have the case properly presenteeto that body, and to see that it acts In the
light of all the evidence that can be ob
talned upon the subject."
The officials of the Long Island Railroat

say, of course, that the verdict of the
Coroner's Jury was what might be ex
pected, and that it will have no boarinf
upon the final termination of the case
The attorneys who represent clients witl
claims for damages against the railroa<
company say that large verdicts will b<
secured against the railroad.

If the Grand Jury of Queens County
when it meets to-day, concurs in the ver
diet found by the Coroner's Jury, and de
cldes to indict the officials of the rallroat
company for criminal negligence, the In
dictments will be against the officials as f
whole considered as a corporation, and no
against each one of them individually. Tin
only result of such action would be a fln<
of not more than $5,000 against the rail
road company.
A Mysterious Inspector to Blame.
The Grand Jury may not only indict tin

railroad company as a corporation, but 1
may also fix Individual responsibility.
That responsibility rests upon the shoul

ders of some one agent of the railroad com

pany, whether It be the ehief of the slgna
department, the boss of the section 01
which the accident occurred, or the track
walker of that section. Some one man cai
be found whose duty it was to dlscovei
that the bell was out of order and to repor
it to the company.
During the Coroner's inquest the testl

mony of the train hands and the conducto
of the train which ran into the conch wen
to show that there was a mysterious in
spector, whose name was never mentioned
but whose duty was declared to be the in
spection of the gongs along the difforen
lines of the rood. The Grand Jury has i
wimm us power to nnu me name or tni
inspector, and to ascertain whether or no
he can be held for criminal negligence.
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t A detective left for Chicago last night
' He is under arrest there for the alleg
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struck his wife and treated her most
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1 CLASS DAY AT HARVARD, [ i

i

Receptions, Parades, Divine Worship and
1 the Exercises Held According to '

the Time-Honored Custom.
_____

t

Cambridge, Mass., June 24..Class Day, d
the crimson letter day of every senior at *

Harvard, to which the student looks forwardwith greatest anticipation as he c

enters college, and upon which his mem- ®
oi-y fondly dwells until his dying day,
dawned for the class of '97, this morning, 1

with a splendor of sunshine that gave prom- 3
ise of the accomplishment of the most v
cherished hopes of the two hundred or rj
more graduates.
The programme of the day varied only v

sugmij 4-iulIl IUUL ui me 1I.IOL uuy jt-ius i.

or more. Every senior was up very early, i
and before 9 o'clock had arrayed himself
In his cap and gown, preparatory to we.1- s

coming his father, mother and sisters or 3
other friends. s
Just before 9 o'clock the graduating class

formed in line and marched to Appleton
Chapel, where Rev. Dr. Peabody offered
prayer, and a short service followed. This .

did not occupy more than half an hour,
and when the class emerged the first of *
the guests of the day had arrived. i
At 10 o'clock the class again formed in j

the college yard and marched to Saunder's
Theatre, where the formal exercises of the '

day took place. t

Fnrinpre Hull to Onft AVorlr.
^ Kansas City, Kan., June 24..The most '

1 intense heat that has prevailed in Central
Kansas for several years has been exiperlenced for the past four days, the ther- *

I mometer averaging 100 and finally reach- o
? ing 104. Many prostrations among farm- v

ers are reported, and at some points farm,ers have been compelled to abandon their s

harvest work. S
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ICTOR RATCLIFFE
I8JDICTED.

A/ill Bp, Brought Back to
Stand Trial for AssaultingHis Wife.

\ CHAPTER OF BRUTALITY.

\ffidavit of a Servant Girl, Who
Witnessed the Attack on

the Deiicate Woman.

The Grand Jury yesterday returned an

ndictment against Edward J. Ratcliffe,
he actor, for assault in the second degrea

Indicted for Assaulting Her.
Lacey, the well-known bookmaker,
to bring the actor back to this city,
ed assault, said to have been com-

affidavit that Ratcliffe choked and
inhumanly.

lpon his wife, a daughter of Peter De
>acey.
Detective McConville started for Chicago

ast night to bring the actor back to this
:ity. He is now under arrest there for
he assault for which he was yesterday inlicted.The assault was, it is alleged, cornnittedin this city on June 12.
As told in the Journal yesterday, Rat

liffe,who was an actor of good appearince,who played parts calculated to apicalto sentimental girls, eloped a few
ears ago with pretty Alice De Lacey,
vhose father is a well known bookmaker,
rhe father had opposed the marriage, and
vlien his daughter, after the birth of her
irst child, told him of the cruelty of her
lusband, he aided her to bring a suit for
eparation. While this suit was in progress
Irs. ItatclifCe, despite her father's reraontrancesand advice, forgave her husband
nd decided to live with him again.
Men said she was a pretty square little
voman to take a man back who treated
ter so - badly. Women said she was an
diot. She herself said she had forgiven
iim on his promise to treat her kindly,
"sed to playing parts, Radcliffe had given
hat promise. It was perhaps as easy for
dm to do it as it was to make up for a
nrt.
Those who saw the couple together for
he first few months after the reconcillaionthought the actor had. really turned
ver a new leaf. They were glad for the
roman's sake, because they kiiew that in
pite of all his ill treatment she loved him.
he told many of her friends that if their

|?JTSDAY
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cales,
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eviots.
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child had lived perhaps he would have been i
better to her. She apparently rated him
from the first at vastly more than he was
worth. j.

On June 12 he returned home at 6:30 p. 1
m. The rest of the story is told by the
affidavits of the servant and the doctor r

now attending Mrs. Radcliffe.
What a Servant Saw.

The affidavit of Katie Malloy, the ser- (
vuui gin 01 me natciines, bays: <

"I reside at No. 104 West Seventy-sev- i
enth street. I was a nurse girl employed
by Edward J. Ratciiffe and his wife, Alice
Ratcllffe, at No. 160 West Eightieth street. J
On June 12, 1897, about 6:30 p. m., Mr.
Ratciiffe came into the apartment and
found fault with Mrs. Ratciiffe for not hav- .

lng been home earlier in the day. Then he
called her vile names and slapped her face. I
Mrs. Ratciiffe did not defend herself in J
any way. He then came out to the kitchen.
Then I served dinner, and both sat down
to the table. While I was clearing oft the
table he went over to her and took her by
the throat and told hei <o sit down on a
chair. Then he took her by the hair and
dashed her against the clock. The pendulumfell on her. She got up again, and as
she did so he caught her and threw her up
against the gas bracket. Her head struck
It; he then took her by the hair of the
head; she fell under the table on the floor:
then he kicked her several times. He
kicked her on the hip, on the -leg and oh '

the arms. He kicked her ahout four times. / 5
She was bleeding and screaming for help. ,

Her nose was all swollen, and one. side of
her face was out. Mr. Ratcliffe then went
out, and Mrs. Ratcliffe and I left the
house. Mrs. Ratcliffe is now confined to
her house in Seventy-seventh street, and
has been attended by Dr. Lyons."

A Doctor's Affidavit. '

In his affidavit Dr. Frederick A. Lyons,
of No. 50 East Sixty-third street, says: "On
the 15th of June I was called to attend
Alice Ratcliffe, at No. 104 West Seventyseventhstreet. I found her in a delicate
condition and suffering from symptoms
which led me to fear trouble, for which I
treated her. I found one side of her face
swollen and .contused and painful; there
were various marks on both arms, on the
back, the hips, thighs and abdomen, some
of them large and very painful, having the
appearance of being two or three days old.
They were, in my opinion, produced by
kicks or blows and done with much force.
I considered her condition at the time dangerous.There were about a dozen different
contusions from blows. Seven or eight of
these marks were on the body below the
waist. I am still in attendance upon her,
and she is unable to leave her apartments."

Thosaft nfFirinvlta nnd nthar Dviflnnno n-neo

put before the Grand Jury.iVter I)e Lacy has engaged Ilowe & Hummelto look after his daughter's Interest.
Ratcllffe can be sentenced to five years in
prison, if convicted. Should more' serious
trouble result it would be manslaughter.

What the Husband Says.
Chicago, 111., June 24..Edward J. Ratcliffeis still in the custody of the Chicago

police. He was brought before Justice
Martin at the Armory Police Court this
morning, but at the suggestion of the police
his case was continued until the 30th. His
bond was reduced from $10,000 to $5,000,
but he did not procure bail. He had spent
the night in a cell at Harrison street, but
to-day was allowed to sit in one of the
courtrooms connected with the station. He
blames his father-in-law, Peter De Lacy,
for his predicament.

Itatcllffe says he is willing to return to
New York and face the charges against
him without recourse to requisition papers.
In fact, he says the sooner he is taken
East the better he will be, suited.

"It is a pure case of persecution," said
Ratcliffe to-day. "My father-in-law, Peter
De Lacy, is responsible for the whole
thing. I am confident that my wife knows
nothing of my arrest. The stories that I
kicked or beat her or injured her in any
way are wholly false
"I did have a quarrel with my wife shortlybefore I left New York, but it was not a

serious one. by any means. It was a war
of words, such as is common in most fainTrunks,
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lies, and nothing more. To say that I
struck her is absurd. Moreover, it is a
rank falsehood. After our little quarrel 1
left our flat, at No. 169 West Eightieth
street, and I am told that my wife left the
alace a few minutes after my departure.
"I left New York on the 14th and arrived

it the Auditorium in Chicago on the 16th.
rwo days after my coming to Chicago I
received a letter from the janitor of the
lat in which we had lived telling me that
uy wife had called there, taken away some
)f her clothes and left word with him to I
ommunicate with me as to the disposition 1
}f my personal effects. I answered the
anitor's letter, gave him instructions as to
:he disposition of my clothes and the furni-
ture and received a reply from him dated
he 22d, saying that he had carried out myirders.'1

No Sympathy in Chicago.
The Chicago papers, apparently voicing <

:he sentiments expressed by theatrical people,who have been asked concerning Mr.
Etatcliffe's previous troubles, have not been i
iharitably disposed toward the actor. They '
lescribe him as a "Matinee idol," "A goodooking dude," etc. It is related by one
taper that on'^the way to the station yes:erdayin company with an officer, liatiliffecould not refrain from ogling everytood looking woman he met, the same as
f lie was bent on a pleasure trip. It is
further claimed that it lias been current
rossip in theatrical circles' for some time 1
hat KatelHTe has been in the habit of beat- ;
ng his wife, and once in an Eastern hotel

*

vas, it is said, severely drubbed by another J
:lieatrical man for the same offence. Sev- J
>ral of the actors in Chicago now admit *

:hat the stories of his cruelty to his wife
ire old ones. *

SINGERS MAY NOT LEAVE. <
. l

i ne New York and Brooklyn Societies Have ;

Not Finally Decided to Quit
the Saengerbung.

Philadelphia, June 24..It appears now 1
that the New York and Brooklyn socle- ;
ties will be induced to remain in the f
Northeastern Saengerbund. The dissatis- j
fled societies Included the Arlon, Lieder- 1
kranz, Eiclienkranz, and possibly BeethovenMaennerclior, of New York, and the (
Arion, of Brooklyn. j
"What the recalcitrants are alleged to ob- 1

ject to Is the expenses of training choruses fand sending large delegations to the trien- )
nial fcsts. The story was directly in line |with the attempt to have the rest held
every five, instead of three years, as at jpresent. (That the rumor was not idle gossip was
shown to-day, when President Leonnardt,
of the United Singers of Philadelphia. '

stated that the Arion of Brooklyn had proposedto withdraw, but that since the City
of Churches had been selected as the next
meeting plare the members of that society
had partly withdrawn their objections,
and he felt assured that the Arion would
continue a member of the bund.
President Weinaeht, of the Arion, of

rsew lorK. sum to-uay:
"There lias been some talk of our withdrawing.In fact, It was brought up some

three months ago at a meeting of our <
Board of Trustees. No action will be
taken for six months by our society, but
in view of the enormous success of the
fest here, I believe we will continue in
the bund, and I, for my part, hope that
the trustees will decide In that way."
The real fun of the Saengerfest began

to-day, when the societies assembled at
Lierz s Washington Park for a three days'
picnic. They paraded the streets in fine
stvle. When the parade reached the park
addresses were delivered by Mayor Warwick.Judge Sulzberger and others. A banquetwas held in the afternoon, and the
prize winners were announced this evening.

Millionaire Shaw at Rest.
Sacramento, Cnl., June 24..The body of

John Shaw, millionaire, of New York, and
formerly president of the Toledo & HockingVailey Railroad, were buried In the
Sacramento City Cemetery to-day. The
members of his family accompanied the
body from New York in a special car, and
a large number of friends and relatives
came up from San Francisco to attend the
funeral.
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3ittsburg Labor Leaders DenounceMcKinley's
Selection.

<A FLAGRANT INSULT."

^resident Karrick, of the Painters'Union, Adds That It Was
Only to Be Expected.

Pittsburg, June 24.."It's as though Mckinleyspat in the face of labor," said
National President M. P. Karrick, of the
['ainters' Union, when he read in the
Journal that the Administration had slated
r. V. Powderly for the Dosition of Imml-
fration Commissioner at Ellis Island.
"But labor is beginning to expect this
reatment from McKinley," he aded. "He
las done nothing but appoint millionaires
ind enemies of labor to the fat offices.
S'o more flagrant insult could be offered the
srorkingmen than to appoint Powderly."
"Powderly has "been repudiated by every

abor union in the country," said National
Secretary Hughes, of the Federal MetalWorkers. "His labor record is so uniavo,rythat I think Hanna must have suggested'his name and pushed the nomina:ion."
"No greater antagonism to labor's wishes

:ould have been offered than the appointnentof T. V. Powderly to any public ofiee,"said Secretary Madden, of the AmalgamatedAssociation of lion and Steel
Aorkers. "His name is a byword wherever
:he seeds of unionism have borne fruit."National President William Smith, of the
<"lint Glass Workers' Union, and M. J.3ounahan, national secretary of the plumbers'organisation, spoke In the saute strain.

O'GRADY'S
Dry Goods Department Store,
8th Ave., 124th & 125th Sts.

SPECIALS
FOR SATURDAY:

ladies' Linen Crash or Duck Suits, 1 QOlatest style, reduced from $4.50 to l«/0
Ladles' Brocade Silk Capes, lined with
silk and trimmed with lace, rib- ^ .\n
bon and Jet, reduced from $6.50 /MX
to *

Lndles' Separate Skirts, m linen crash,
duck, white P. K. wool plaids.
and figured brilliantines, reduced MX
from $1.75 and $2.50 to

Ladles' Separate Skirts, In wool plaids,siclillans, serges, brocade mo- ^hairs and fancy mixtures, re- / MX
duced from $4.98 and $6.25 to..

Ladles' Percale Wrapers, latest . .rv
style, large variety of patterns, AM
reduced from .98 to /

Ladles' Lawn Waists, detachable "3 3
collar, reduced ffom .49 to %L/

Ladies' Organdie Waists, detachaablecollar and cuffs, reduced KMfrom .98 to * 7
Ladies' Dimity Waists, double ^ .

yoke, gathered back and full 1 /kfront, reduced from $1.89 to....
Ladies' Silk Waists, reduced from 1 ftO
$5.00 to Z.70
MEN'S FURNISHINGS.den's Neckwear, in tecks, four-In- _hands and bows, reduced from 1 k.25 to « 1 J
den's Suspenders, reduced from i A25 t0 11)
den's fast color black and tan AQHose, reduced from .15 to U/
den's Balbriggan Shirts and 1 QDrawers, reduced from .35 to.. 17
den's fine Summer Merino Shirts
and Drawers, reduced from .50 {Uto

den's Summer weight wool Shirts / «

and Drawers, reduced from $1.00 AM
to v '

den's Negligee Shirts, latest style, "1Qreduced from .69 to

3th Ave., 124th, 125th Sts.

IBjjl
PlAoninnr
utdiuug
about the house, paint,
floors,pots and pans,dishes
and glassware, silver and
tinware, can be done better,
quicker and cheaper with

PJfe
Washing Powder
than with any other cleansingcompound. Largest
package.greatest economy.
THE N. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY,

Chicago, St. Louis. New York,
Boston, Philadelphia.

Don't go to your
country home without
good household help.
A Journal ''Want'' will
get it. 20 words--20
cents.


